32o                        LORD ALVANLEY.

sion of a large fortune, he left the army, gave himself
up entirely to the pursuit of pleasure, and became
one of the principal dandies of the day. With the
brilliant talents which he possessed, he might have
attained to the highest eminence in any line of life
he had embraced.

Not only was Alyanley considered the wittiest
man of his day in England, but, during his residence
in France, and tours through Russia and other coun-
tries, he was universally admitted to possess, not
only great wit and humour, but I9esprit frangais
in its highest perfection; and no greater compliment
could be paid him by foreigners than this. He was
one of the rare examples (particularly rare in the
days of the dandies, who were generally sour and
spiteful) of a man combining brilliant wit and re-
partee with the most perfect good-nature. His
manner, above all, was irresistible; and the slight
lisp, which might have been considered as a blemish,
only added piquancy and zest to his sayings.

In appearance, he was about the middle height,
and well and strongly built, though he latterly
became somewhat corpulent. He excelled in all
manly exercises, was a hard rider to hounds, and
was what those who do not belong to the upper ten
thousand call " a good-plucked one." His face had
somewhat of the rotund form and smiling expres-
sion which characterise the jolly friars one meets
with in Italy. His hair and eyes were dark, and
he had a very small nose, to which, after deep
potations, his copious pinches of snuff had some
difficulty in finding their way, and were in con-
sequence rather lavishly bestowed upon his florid
cheek. He resided in Park Street, St James's, and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